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1 1. A network architecture comprising: 

2 - — J a storage system including a plurality of storage 

J>^^ ^ plurality of host computpar^ each host computer 

fJ^ 5 transmitting data to and retri^^mig data from one or more of 

6 the plurality of storage d^^ces; 

7 a plurality of c^iients; and 

8 a storage map^ement server connected between the 

9 plurality of cliej^ts and the plurality of storage devices, 

10 the storage mapragement server providing information relating 

11 to the opera/C^on status of the storage devices to at least 

12 on of the/clients. 

O 1 ^ "'"/^ \^ ^^^^^^^ architecture of claim 1 wherein the 

2 storage management server includes: 
iy £|t/ / a( poller\ for gathering the information relating to 

4 the operation status of the storage device; and 
m ^ ^ central yepository for storing the information 

ffl 6 relating to the operation status of said one of the storage 

7 devices; and \ 
H 8 an object server for distributing the information 

9 relating to the oper^ion status of the storage devices to 

n 10 the clients. \ 

1 3 . The networkXarchitecture of claim 1 wherein the 



2 poller polls each of the \storage devices at predetermined 

3 intervals to maintain theVcurrent status of the operation of 

4 each of the storage devicea. 
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4 . The network architecture of claim 3 wherein the 
predetermined interval is les^ than or equal to one minute. 
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iThe network architecture of claim 1 wherein the 



2 storage management server further provides information 

3 relating to trie operation status of storage connectivity 

4 devices which \connect storage devices to the clients. 



1 6. The network architecture of claim 5 wherein the 

2 storage management server includes: 

3 a poller Tor gathering the information relating to 

4 the operation staftus of the storage device and storage 

5 connectivity devices; and 

6 a central repository for storing the information 

7 relating to the operation status of said one of the storage 

8 devices and storage connectivity devices; and 

9 an object server for distributing the information 

10 relating to the operation status of the storage devices and 

11 storage connectivity deVices to the clients. 



1 7. The network ^chitecture of claim 6 wherein the 

2 poller polls each of the storage connectivity devices at 

3 predetermined intervals to Wintain the current status of 

4 the operation of each of the\ storage connectivity devices, 

1 8. The network architecture of claim 1 wherein the 

2 storage management server further includes a security 

3 component for limiting access by\a client to one or more of 

4 the storage devices. 



1 9. The network architecture of claim 1 wherein the 

2 storage management server further includes a web server for 

3 communicating with the plurality of clients. 
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lo\ The network architecture of claim 1 wherein 
each of th^ clients includes a graphical user interface for 
displaying che information relating to the operation status 
of the storage devices. 



1 11. \The network architecture of claim 1 wherein the 

2 plurality of ^lost computers are of different types. 

1 12 . TRe network architecture of claim 1 wherein the 

2 plurality of st\orage devices are of different types. 

1 13. The\network architecture of claim 1 further 

2 comprising a plu^rality of storage management servers 

3 connected betweenVthe host computers and the plurality of 

4 clients, each storVge management server, providing 

5 information relating to the operation status of said one of 

6 the storage devices at least one of the clients. 
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14 . The network architect;tfre of claim 1 wherein 
each of the storage management/servers includes : 

a poller for gatheri^lg the information relating to 
the operation status of the storage device; and 

a central repoad^ory for storing the information 
relating to the oper^^ion status of said one of the storage 
devices ; and 

an object/ server for distributing the information 
relating to th^ operation status of said one of the storage 
devices to at/ least one of the clients 
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The network architecture of claim 14 further 
name server, connected to each of the plurality 
nagement servers, to determine which of the 
central repositories of the plurality of storage management 
servers includes the information relating to the operation 
status of saidXone of the storage devices. 



comprising 
of storage 



16. A method of managing a st^;»?^ge system including 
>7a plurality of storage devices, th^/^orage system 
communicating data to and f roniXPl^^^li^^ 
computers, the method comprd^ng: 

providing a storaj^ management server between a 
plurality of clients arfid the plurality of storage devices; 

collect, fr<5m the storage management server, 
information relying to the configuration of the storage 
system; and 

pry^iding by the storage management server, the 
informapaon to at least one of the clients, 



1 C / 17. \ The method of claim 16 wherein providing 
Lo^C^n/ormationVelating to the operation status of the storage 

3 devices includes using a poller to gather the information 

4 relating to thte operation status of the storage device, the 

5 method further Comprising storing the information relating 

6 to the operatioA status of said one of the storage devices 

7 in a central repWitory of the storage management server. 

1 18. The method of claim 16 wherein providing 

2 information relating to the operation status of the storage 

3 devices includes usa^g an object server to distribute the 

4 information relating Vo the operation status of the storage 

5 devices to the clientsV 
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19. \ The method of claim 16 wherein the poller polls 
each! of the storage devices at predetermined intervals to 
maintain the\current status of the operation of each of the 
storage devices . 
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20. Th^B method of claim 16 further comprising 
providing inforrtiation relating to the operation status of 
storage connecti\^ity devices which connect the hosts to the 
storage devices 
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